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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: amendment filed on 10/20/2004. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending in the case. Claims 1,6, 11, 16, and 21 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tso et al. 
(hereinafter "Tso"), US 6,421,733 Bl filed 9/8/1997. 

Regarding independent claim 22, Tso discloses receiving an information request from a 
user in fig. 7-9. Tso discloses determining an identity of a client associated with the information 
request in fig. 5, fig. 7-9, and col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. Tso discloses determining content 
elements and presentation elements associated with the client in fig. 5, fig. 7-9, and col. 6 line 64 
- col. 8 line 9. Tso discloses retrieving the requested information from an information provider 
and creating a virtual content record based on the content elements and the presentation elements 
of the client in fig. 5, fig. 7-9, and col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. Tso discloses merging the 
retrieved requested information and the virtual content record to create a document consistent 
with the content elements and presentation elements associated with the client and outputting the 
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document to the user in fig. 5, fig. 7-9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 
lines 47-55. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tso et 
al. (hereinafter "Tso"), US 6,421,733 Bl filed 9/8/1997 in view of Hind et al. (hereinafter 
"Hind"), US 6,463,440 Bl filed 4/8/1999. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Tso teaches an identity storage that stores identity 
information including content elements and transformation information associated with a client 
and user in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content 
providers and servers are all stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding 
server to perform dynamic customizations on requested content. Tso teaches a client and user 
determining circuit that determines a sending client and a user of a received request for 
information from a information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - 
col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches a skeleton/virtual content determining circuit that determines which of 
the stored identity information and transformation information correspond to the client and the 
user to create a skeleton/virtual content record in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - 
col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. Tso teaches an input/output circuit that requests and 
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receives the information from the information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 
2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches a merging circuit that determines the merged content 
portion based on the received information and the skeleton/virtual content record associated with 
one of the determined client and the user to render the merged content portion to maintain the 
look and feel of a client website in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and 
col. 14 lines 47-55. 

Tso does not teach that the identity storage stores identity information including style 
sheet information which is used to render the merged content portion according to the style sheet 
information. Hind does teach an identity storage which stores identity information including 
style sheet information which is used to render a merged content portion according to the style 
sheet information in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind dynamically selects and 
applies the correct style sheet to transform and render an appropriate output document. The style 
sheet may be selected based on matching characteristics with the source document, or matching 
characteristics with user preferences or client device capabilities. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have combined Hind into 
Tso to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have 
stored and used the style sheets as taught by Hind so that a style sheet developer could have 
programmed the transformation rules into the style sheets for each type of user preference and 
client device as taught by Hind in col. 9 lines 4-48. 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Tso teaches wherein the identity storage comprises 
identity content element storage and identity presentation information storage in col. 6 line 64 - 
col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content providers and servers are all 
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stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding server to perform dynamic 
customizations on requested content. 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Tso teaches wherein the client and user determining 
circuit determines at least one of a client identification and a user identification based on at least 
one of internet protocol address information, session identifier information, name pairs and value 
pairs in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are 
stored using at least one of an electronic medium, a printed medium, and a paper medium in fig. 
3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged 
content portions of Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are at 
least one of an electronic text, a printed text, an audio book and a video book in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 
lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged content portions of 
Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding independent claim 6, Tso teaches receiving a information request from at 
least one of a client and a user in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. 
Tso teaches determining at least one of a client and a user associated with the information 
request in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches receiving 
the requested information from the information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and 
col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches determining identity information from the stored 
identity information that includes content elements and transformation information based on the 
at least one of the client and user information in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. Tso teaches 
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creating a skeleton/virtual content record based on the identity information and transformation 
information in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 
Tso teaches determining a merged content portion based on the information and the 
skeleton/virtual content record and then outputting the merged content portion according to the 
content elements and the transformation information to maintain a look and feel of a client 
website in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 

Tso does not teach that the identity storage stores identity information including style 
sheet information which is used to render the merged content portion according to the style sheet 
information. Hind does teach an identity storage which stores identity information including 
style sheet information which is used to render a merged content portion according to the style 
sheet information in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind dynamically selects and 
applies the correct style sheet to transform and render an appropriate output document. The style 
sheet may be selected based on matching characteristics with the source document, or matching 
characteristics with user preferences or client device capabilities. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have combined Hind into 
Tso to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have 
stored and used the style sheets as taught by Hind so that a style sheet developer could have 
programmed the transformation rules into the style sheets for each type of user preference and 
client device as taught by Hind in col. 9 lines 4-48. 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Tso teaches wherein the stored identity information 
comprises at least one of identity content element information and identity presentation 
information in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content 
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providers and servers are all stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding 
server to perform dynamic customizations on requested content. 

Regarding dependent claim 8, Tso teaches wherein the client and user information is 
determined based on at least one of internet protocol address information, session identifier 
information, name pairs and value pairs in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. 

Regarding dependent claim 9, Tso teaches wherein determining the merged content 
portions produces at least one of an interactive text, a printed text, an audio book and a video 
book in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The 
merged content portions of Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the 
client. 

Regarding dependent claim 10, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are 
stored on at least one of electronic media, printed media, and a paper media in fig. 3,5,9, col. 2 
lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged content portions of 
Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding independent claim 11, Tso teaches receiving a information request from at 
least one of a client and a user in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. 
Tso teaches determining at least one of a client and a user associated with the information 
request in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches receiving 
the requested information from the information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and 
col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches determining identity information from the stored 
identity information that includes content elements and transformation information based on the 
at least one of the client and user information in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. Tso teaches 



Application/Control Number: 09/859,426 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

creating a skeleton/virtual content record based on the identity information and transformation 
information in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 
Tso teaches determining a merged content portion based on the information and the 
skeleton/virtual content record and then outputting the merged content portion according to the 
content elements and the transformation information to maintain a look and feel of a client 
website in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 

Tso does not teach that the identity storage stores identity information including style 
sheet information which is used to render the merged content portion according to the style sheet 
information. Hind does teach an identity storage which stores identity information including 
style sheet information which is used to render a merged content portion according to the style 
sheet information in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind dynamically selects and 
applies the correct style sheet to transform and render an appropriate output document. The style 
sheet may be selected based on matching characteristics with the source document, or matching 
characteristics with user preferences or client device capabilities. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have combined Hind into 
Tso to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have 
stored and used the style sheets as taught by Hind so that a style sheet developer could have 
programmed the transformation rules into the style sheets for each type of user preference and 
client device as taught by Hind in col. 9 lines 4-48. 

Regarding dependent claim 12, Tso teaches wherein the stored identity information 
comprises at least one of identity content element information and identity presentation 
information in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content 
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providers and servers are all stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding 
server to perform dynamic customizations on requested content. 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Tso teaches wherein the client and user is determined 
based on at least one of internet protocol address information, session identifier information, 
name pairs and value pairs in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Tso teaches wherein determining the merged content 
portions produces at least one of an interactive text, a printed text, an audio book and a video 
book in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The 
merged content portions of Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the 
client. 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are 
stored on at least one of electronic media, printed media, and a paper media in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 
lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged content portions of 
Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding independent claim 16, Tso teaches an identity storage that stores identity 
information including content elements and transformation information associated with a client 
and user in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content 
providers and servers are all stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding 
server to perform dynamic customizations on requested content. Tso teaches a client and user 
determining circuit that determines a sending client and a user of a received request for 
information from a information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - 
col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches a skeleton/virtual content determining circuit that determines which of 
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the stored identity information and transformation information correspond to the client and the 
user to create a skeleton/virtual content record in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - 
col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. Tso teaches an input/output circuit that requests and 
receives the information from the information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 
2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches a merging circuit for determining a merged content portion 
based on a received information signal and the skeleton/virtual content record that includes an 
identity associated with the determined client and user to render the merged content portion to 
maintain a look and feel of a client website in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 
line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 

Tso does not teach that the identity storage stores identity information including style 
sheet information which is used to render the merged content portion according to the style sheet 
information. Hind does teach an identity storage which stores identity information including 
style sheet information which is used to render a merged content portion according to the style 
sheet information in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind dynamically selects and 
applies the correct style sheet to transform and render an appropriate output document. The style 
sheet may be selected based on matching characteristics with the source document, or matching 
characteristics with user preferences or client device capabilities. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have combined Hind into 
Tso to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have 
stored and used the style sheets as taught by Hind so that a style sheet developer could have 
programmed the transformation rules into the style sheets for each type of user preference and 
client device as taught by Hind in col. 9 lines 4-48. 
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Regarding dependent claim 17, Tso teaches wherein the identity storage comprises 
identity content element storage and identity presentation information storage in col. 6 line 64 - 
col. 8 line 9. The characteristics and preferences of users, content providers and servers are all 
stored in identity storages which are accessed by the transcoding server to perform dynamic 
customizations on requested content. 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Tso teaches wherein the client and user determining 
circuit determines at least one of a client identification and a user identification based on at least 
one of internet protocol address information, session identifier information, name pairs and value 
pairs in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are 
stored on at least one of an electronic media, a printed media, and a paper media in fig. 3,5,9, 
col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged content 
portions of Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding dependent claim 20, Tso teaches wherein the merged content portions are at 
least one of an interactive electronic text, a printed text, an audio book and a video book in fig. 3, 
5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. The merged content 
portions of Tso are stored as a web page, which can also be printed out by the client. 

Regarding independent claim 21, Tso teaches receiving a information request from at 
least one of a client and a user in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col. 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. 
Tso teaches determining at least one of a client and a user associated with the information 
request in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and col 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches receiving 
the requested information from the information provider in fig. 3, 5, 7-9, col. 2 lines 9-18, and 
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col 2 line 44 - col. 3 line 6. Tso teaches determining identity information from the stored 
identity information that includes content elements and transformation information based on the 
at least one of the client and user information in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9. Tso teaches 
creating a skeleton/virtual content record based on the identity information and transformation 
information in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 
Tso teaches determining a merged content portion based on the information and the 
skeleton/virtual content record and then outputting the merged content portion according to the 
content elements and the transformation information to maintain a look and feel of a client 
website in fig. 3, 5, 9, col. 2 lines 44-55, col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9, and col. 14 lines 47-55. 

Tso does not teach that the identity storage stores identity information including style 
sheet information which is used to render the merged content portion according to the style sheet 
information. Hind does teach an identity storage which stores identity information including 
style sheet information which is used to render a merged content portion according to the style 
sheet information in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind dynamically selects and 
applies the correct style sheet to transform and render an appropriate output document. The style 
sheet may be selected based on matching characteristics with the source document, or matching 
characteristics with user preferences or client device capabilities. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have combined Hind into 
Tso to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have 
stored and used the style sheets as taught by Hind so that a style sheet developer could have 
programmed the transformation rules into the style sheets for each type of user preference and 
client device as taught by Hind in col. 9 lines 4-48. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, see page 8, filed 4/14/2005, with respect to the rejection of claim 
21 under 35 USC 101 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claim 21 
under 35 USC 101 has been withdrawn. 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 4/14/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding Applicant's argument in pages 8-1 1 that neither Tso et al. (hereinafter 
"Tso") nor Hind et al. (hereinafter "Hind") teach all of the limitations of the claimed invention, 
the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Tso teaches discloses an identity storage that stores identity 
information including transformation which is used to render a merged content portion according 
to the transformation information. Tso teaches that transcoding of the requested information is 
performed when this identity information is matched to a client request. Tso teaches in col 2 
lines 44-49 that transcoding applies to virtually any manipulation of data such as adding, 
modifying, and deleting. Merging content falls under this transcoding teaching of Tso. Tso 
teaches in col. 6 line 64 - col. 8 line 9 that the transformation information may include such 
information as network client characteristics, server characteristics, content characteristics, 
network characteristics, proxy characteristics, user preferences, group preferences, content 
provider preferences, or other characteristics such as enforcing correct usage of content. These 
preferences and characteristics guiding the transcoding process read upon a skeleton/virtual 
content record which contains identity and transformation information for determining a merged 
content portion. What Tso does not teach is that the transformation information is stored, 
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maintained, and applied as style sheet information. The Examiner believes Hind does teach 
storing, maintaining, and applying style sheet information to transform content data, particularly 
in col. 4 lines 48-56 and col. 9 lines 4-48. Hind teaches that style sheets are useful as 
transformation information in col. 1 lines 28-40. Thus, the Examiner believes that using this 
teaching of Hind, it would have been obvious and desirable for the reasons described by Hind to 
have employed style sheets to have stored the transformation information for the transcoding 
process as is taught by Tso. The Examiner believes this combination of Tso and Hind does teach 
all of the limitations of the claimed invention and therefore maintains the rejection of claims 1- 
21 as being unpatentable over Tso in view of Hind. 

Regarding Applicant's argument in page 1 1 that neither Tso nor Hind teach all of the 
limitations of new independent claim 22, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Independent 
claim 22 does not limit the transformation information to style sheet information, thus the 
transformation information as taught by Tso is sufficient to teach the claimed virtual content 
record. Thus, the Examiner believes Tso alone teaches all of the limitations of new independent 
claim 22. ^ 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Smith whose telephone number is 571-272-4101. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays 7:00am-3 :30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



PJS 

6/10/2005 




